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Local summer camﬁ looks to inspire
another generation of conservationists

By Greg Lemon, The Madisonian

The narrow two-
track road wound through
regenerated  high-elevation
Douglas fir and pine stands.

In one clearing a
handful of kids are target
practicing with compound
bows. Further along three
young girls are listening
intently to a man carrying
a compound bow who is
standing near a 3D elk target,
explaining to them how elk
pick up human scent. Further
down the road is an open sided
pole barn with picnic tables.
At one end about six kids are
learning to tie flies. At the
other end a group is learning
how to score*d‘gr antlem

On a nearby knoll is a
group of tents.

This is the setting for
the fifth annual Jack Creek
Preserve Youth Camp, _wﬁlch
was held two weeks ago in the
mountains east of Ennis.

“If you can touch one
kid and make a difference in
their life, you’ve done a lot,”
said camp director, LaDonna
Maxwell.

That sentiment
pervades through the leaders at
the camp. John Fossel started
the Jack Creek Preserve

‘Foundation more than five

years ago. The preserve
consists of about 4,600 acres
at the head of Jack Creek and
nearly spans the gap of private
land between the north and
south part of the Lee Metcalf
Wilderness,

‘The wvast majority |
of the preserve is under |
a conservation easement,
Fossel said. It is an important
migratory bridge between the
two parts of the wilderness.

- With  the land
preserved, Fossel and his ex-
wife Dottie, wanted to pursue
a dream - holding a camp
for kids that teaches them an
appreciation for conservation,
outdoors skills and the
importance of wild lands and
wild places.

“When you get a
passion for something you’ll
find a way to make it work,”
Fossel said as he took a break

Please turn to
CAMP on page 7







